
S T A T E   O F   M I C H I G A N 
 

BEFORE THE MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
 

* * * * * 
 

In the matter of the application of ) 
DTE ELECTRIC COMPANY  ) 
for approval of a temporary waiver ) Case No. U-16287 
of components of Rule 460.3613. ) 
                                                                                         ) 
 
 
 At the January 12, 2017 meeting of the Michigan Public Service Commission in Lansing, 

Michigan. 

 
PRESENT: Hon. Sally A. Talberg, Chairman 

         Hon. Norman J. Saari, Commissioner  
Hon. Rachael A. Eubanks, Commissioner 

 
ORDER 

 
 On September 26, 2016, DTE Electric Company (DTE Electric) filed an application requesting 

a temporary waiver of portions of the Commission’s Technical Standards for Electric Service, Mich 

Admin Code R 460.3613 (Rule 613), which governs electric meter testing.  More specifically, DTE 

Electric seeks a temporary waiver of the requirements contained in Rule 613(2)(b)(ix), including the 

requirement to draw annual samples of the meters and to test the sample lots for meter accuracy, the 

associated reporting requirements regarding the same, and the associated elements of its 

Commission-approved quality control plan. DTE Electric also requests authorization to reduce the 

company’s 2017 electric meter equipment testing requirements to half the volume of that required 

by Rule 613 across all meter types.  The requested waiver is for the period January 1, 2017, through 

June 30, 2017. 

DTE Electric was granted a waiver of the Rule 613(2)(b) requirements on September 26, 
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2014, in Case No. U-16287 due to the installation of advanced metering infrastructure.  During 

that time, sampling of all residential meters was suspended.  The waiver expired on 

December 31, 2016. 

DTE Electric is requesting the waiver for the time period during which the company 

transitions to its new Customer Relationship and Billing System (CR&B), launched as major 

enterprise project Customer 360.  During the implementation of Customer 360, DTE Electric’s 

current Power Track module (algorithm and functionality used to select and manage required 

sampling under R 460.3613) will be transitioned to the CR&B system.  This transition will begin 

in February 2017, and is expected to be completed at the end of April 2017, with additional 

refinements and troubleshooting expected to occur through June 2017.  As a result, if DTE Electric 

were to begin the required sampling using the current Power Track module and its database in 

January 2017, the continuity of the testing would be disrupted as the CR&B functionality and 

database transition occurs.  

For efficiency, and to reduce costs associated with the company’s database transition, DTE 

Electric is requesting a six month waiver of the testing requirements in Rule 613, beginning 

January 1, 2017, through June 30, 2017.  In addition, due to the reduced time frame for testing, 

DTE Electric requests Commission approval to reduce by half the volume of meters required by 

Rule 613 to be tested during 2017.  The company will perform the required tests by December 31, 

2017, with reporting to follow in early 2018. 

The Commission reviewed the application and finds that approval is reasonable and in the 

public interest.  The waiver will expire on June 30, 2017. 

Because the waiver will not result in a rate increase for any customer, ex parte approval is 

appropriate and may be authorized by the Commission without notice or hearing as provided by 
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MCL 460.6a. 

 THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that DTE Electric Company’s application for a temporary 

waiver of portions of Mich Admin Code R 460.3613 for the period of January 1, 2017, through 

June 30, 2017, is approved. 

 The Commission reserves jurisdiction and may issue further orders as necessary. 

 Any party desiring to appeal this order must do so in the appropriate court within 30 days after 

issuance and notice of this order, under MCL 462.26.  To comply with the Michigan Rules of 

Court’s requirement to notify the Commission of an appeal, appellants shall send required notices 

to both the Commission’s Executive Secretary and to the Commission’s Legal Counsel.  

Electronic notifications should be sent to the Executive Secretary at mpscedockets@michigan.gov 

and to the Michigan Department of the Attorney General - Public Service Division at 

pungp1@michigan.gov.  In lieu of electronic submissions, paper copies of such notifications may 

be sent to the Executive Secretary and the Attorney General - Public Service Division at 7109 

W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing, MI 48917. 

MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION   
                                                                          
 
                                                                                      

________________________________________                                                                          
               Sally A. Talberg, Chairman    
 
          
 

 ________________________________________                                                                          
By its action of January 12, 2017.              Norman J. Saari, Commissioner 
  
 
 
________________________________       ________________________________________                                                                          
Kavita Kale, Executive Secretary                   Rachael A. Eubanks, Commissioner 
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